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About this booklet

This booklet must be sent to you by law. That means everyone who is registered to vote 
will receive a copy individually. This may mean some households receive several copies.

It includes:

•	 Information about the election

•	 Voting information including postal and proxy votes

•	 Photo ID

•	 Key dates up to and including the election

•	 How the Mayoral election result is calculated

•	 An election address (i.e. a statement) from each of the Mayoral candidates who has 
paid for inclusion

On Thursday 1 May 2025 electors in Doncaster will vote for a Mayor who will have a 
four-year term of office until 2029. On the same day you will also vote for local ward 
councillors and some areas will also vote for town and parish councillors. These votes 
are not connected to the Mayoral election.

The voting system

You can only vote for one candidate.

Vote in the Mayoral election using your white ballot paper, you must vote for only 
one candidate. Following a recent change in election law, the voting system for the 
Mayoral election will be the first past the post system, the candidate with the most 
votes will win. 

The counting of votes will take place overnight on Thursday 1 May 2025.  
You will be able to find out the result at: www.doncaster.gov.uk/elections

For instructions on how to vote in other elections taking place in your area, 
read the instructions on the top of the ballot papers. 

For more information visit: www.doncaster.gov.uk/elections or call 01302 736874
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The candidates

There are 12 candidates standing for the Mayor of Doncaster.

Of those 12 Candidates standing for Election, 9 have submitted an election address for 
inclusion in this booklet.

All candidates are listed in alphabetical order below and with any political party they 
are standing for or as an independent candidate or left blank. This is the order they will 
appear on the ballot paper.

Each election address included in this booklet has been supplied by the candidate, 
and the views expressed in their address are theirs alone and cannot be attributed 
to the Returning Officer or City of Doncaster Council.

The order in which the addresses of candidates appear in this booklet has been 
determined by the drawing of lots by the Returning Officer.

David BETTNEY	 Social Democratic Party

Julie BUCKLEY	 Green Party

Frank Lloyd CALLADINE	 British Democrats

Nick FLETCHER	 The Conservative Party Candidate

Andy HILES	 Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition

Ahsan JAMIL	 Workers Party of Britain

Alexander JONES	 Reform UK

Ros JONES	 Labour Party

Mihai MELENCIUC	 Liberal Democrats

Richie VALLANCE	 Independent

Andrew Daniel WALMSLEY	 Yorkshire Party

Doug WRIGHT	

Candidate	 Description
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How you can vote

At your polling station 

Before 1 May 2025 you should have received a poll card which includes the 
address of your polling station. You can only vote at the polling station stated 
on your poll card. You do not need to take the poll card with you to vote.

You DO need to take a valid form of photo ID with you to the polling station 
– you will not be able to vote without this.

You can also find out where your polling station is located by visiting: 
apps.doncaster.gov.uk/findmypollingstation 

Assistance with voting

The voting process should be accessible to all voters. We offer a range of 
support for disabled voters to enable them to vote independently or with 
assistance. To help do this, our polling stations have: 

•	 Ramps or additional entrance for easier access. 

•	 Adapted level polling booth for wheelchair users. 

•	 Large print versions of ballot papers to view. 

•	 Pencil grips and larger pencils to help you mark the ballot paper. 

•	 Magnifiers to use when reading guidance or marking the ballot paper. 

•	 Tactile Voting Devices, to enable blind and partially sighted people 
to mark their ballot papers independently. 

Voters with disabilities can use any text to-speech apps, torch or magnifier 
that they have on their phone, to assist them in reading their ballot 
paper. The ballot box slot will be highlighted to help people with visual 
impairments to see where to place their marked ballot papers.

If you need any other extra support in order to help you vote, please call 
the Elections Team to see if they can help you on 01302 736874.
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Voting by post 

If you have applied for a postal vote, your postal ballot pack will be sent to 
you around 15 April 2025. If you applied after 1 April 2025, your pack will be 
sent to you around 19 April 2025. The Mayoral ballot papers (white) are in a 
combined pack with Council local ward ballot papers (yellow). Please return 
these back together along with your statement.

Town and Parish Council ballot papers (green) will be sent to those electors 
in the areas with contested elections, in a separate pack.

You must return your postal vote so that it reaches the Returning Officer by 
10pm on Thursday 1 May 2025. To make sure your postal vote is counted it is 
recommended you post it in a Royal Mail post box as soon as possible. New 
rules mean your postal vote will be rejected if it is not returned correctly.

If you miss the post, you can only hand-deliver your postal vote to the 
Returning Officer at Civic Office, Waterdale, Doncaster DN1 3BU, or at a 
polling station before 10pm on Thursday 1 May 2025.

Anyone hand-delivering postal votes will be required to complete a form. 
The staff in the polling station or Civic Office reception will help with this. 
You may hand-deliver your own and no more than five other postal votes per 
election. If you are a campaigner, you can only hand in your own postal vote, 
and those of close relatives or people for whom you provide regular care.

Apply to vote by post or proxy 

Anyone who is registered to vote can apply to vote by post, or appoint 
someone they trust to vote on their behalf as a proxy. 

New applications for a postal vote must have been received by 
5pm on Monday 14 April 2025. You can apply for a postal vote online at: 
www.gov.uk/apply-postal-vote or you can request an application form  
by calling 01302 736874 or email: electoralservices@doncaster.gov.uk 

If by the time you receive this booklet the postal vote deadline has passed, 
there is still time to appoint someone you trust to vote on your behalf as 
a proxy. The deadline to make an application for a proxy vote is 
5pm on Wednesday 23 April 2025. You can apply online at: 
www.gov.uk/apply-proxy-vote or you can request a proxy voting form 
by calling 01302 736874 or email electoralservices@doncaster.gov.uk

In certain circumstances, emergency proxy voting may be available after the 
ordinary proxy deadline of Wednesday 23 April 2025. The deadline to make 
an emergency proxy application is 5pm on 1 May 2025.  
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Photo ID

You will need to show photo ID to vote at a polling station

You will only need to show one form of ID. It must be the original version and not a 
photocopy or photos on your phone. You can still use your photo ID if it’s out of date, 
as long as it looks like you. The name on your ID should be the same name you used to 
register to vote.

Accepted forms of photo ID

•	 A passport issued by the UK, any of the Channel Islands, 
the Isle of Man or a British Overseas Territory

•	 A passport or passport card issued by an EEA state or a 
country whose citizens are Commonwealth citizens

•	 A driving licence issued by the UK, any of the Channel 
Islands, the Isle of Man or an EEA state

•	 A biometric immigration document

•	 An identity card bearing the Proof of Age Standards Scheme hologram (a PASS card)

•	 Ministry of Defence Form 90 (Defence Identity Card)

•	 Ministry of Defence Form 100 (HM Armed Forces Veterans Card)

•	 A Blue Badge

•	 A national identity card issued by an EEA state

•	 An Older Person’s Bus Pass

•	 A Disabled Person’s Bus Pass

•	 An Oyster 60+ Card

•	 A Freedom Pass

•	 A National Entitlement Card issued by a local authority in Scotland

•	 A 60 and Over Welsh Concessionary Travel Card issued in Wales

•	 A Disabled Person’s Welsh Concessionary Travel Card issued in Wales

•	 A Senior SmartPass issued in Northern Ireland

•	 A Registered Blind SmartPass or Blind Person’s SmartPass issued in Northern Ireland

•	 A War Disablement SmartPass or War Disabled SmartPass issued in Northern Ireland

•	 A 60+ SmartPass issued in Northern Ireland

•	 A Half Fare SmartPass issued in Northern Ireland

•	 An Electoral Identity Card issued in Northern Ireland

•	 A Voter Authority Certificate or a temporary Voter Authority Certificate

•	 Anonymous Elector’s Document
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Apply for a free photo ID 

If you do not possess any of the forms of photo ID on the list, 
you can apply for a free voter ID document, known as a 
Voter Authority Certificate through the Government website: 
www.gov.uk/voting-photo-id

The deadline to apply for free voter ID 
for the elections on Thursday 1 May is 
5pm on Wednesday 23 April 2025.

At the polling station

On Thursday 1 May 2025, polling stations will be open 
between 7am and 10pm for you to cast your vote.

When you arrive at the polling station you will be asked for your 
name and address, as well as a valid form of photo ID.  Staff will 
check you are on the electoral register and give you the ballot 
papers for the elections taking place in your area at which you are 
entitled to vote. For instructions on how to vote in each election, 
read the instructions on the top of the ballot papers. 

If you have been appointed as a proxy to vote on behalf of 
someone else, you must show your own Photo ID.

Privacy screens will be available for anyone that requires them. 
If you would like your photo ID checked in private, just ask the 
polling station staff.

Check your poll card to find out where your polling 
station is located or by scanning this QR code or visit: 
apps.doncaster.gov.uk/findmypollingstation
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Candidate Election Addresses follow

These were provided by the candidates 
and the views expressed are theirs alone.
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Doncaster needs change. 
Desperately. I am asking for 
your vote because I am the only 
credible candidate to stop this 
decline. I have the necessary 
experience in life, business, and 
politics to make things happen. 
Real change.

This isn’t about party politics. No 
Mayor can stop the boats. I wish 
they could. This election is about 
saying that it’s unacceptable to 
have beggars on our streets. I will 
deal with them. Zero tolerance. 
It’s unacceptable to have a town 
centre where people feel unsafe. 
It’s unacceptable to watch our 
airport close, our market dwindle, 
and let the decline continue.

Doncaster not only needs a mayor 

with the necessary experience 
but also with the energy and 
determination to make the changes 
that are so obviously needed. I 
am 52. I have been successful in 
business and as an MP. I have the 
drive and the determination to 
make change happen.

Doncaster is my home. I was born 
here. I was raised here. I did my 
apprenticeship here. I set up my 
business here. I raised my family 
here. I have trained scores of 
apprentices here. I was elected 
as the first Conservative MP for 
60 years here. I am now standing 
for Mayor here. Why? So, your 
family and my family can raise their 
families here. Raise them in a place 
of opportunity and in a place they 

Vote Nick Fletcher for Mayor  fb.com/NickFletcherMPPromoted by Jane Cox; Agent on behalf of Nick Fletcher, both of 6 Armthorpe Lane, 
Wheatley Hills, Doncaster DN2 5LZ

can be proud to call home.

We have had decades of decline. 
It’s time for change, time to stop 
the rot. Stop the party politics. Time 
to put Doncaster and its people 
first. With your vote and your 
support, I can, we can. It is time to 
make Doncaster safe again and 
great again.

Vote for me, give me the chance to 
prove it, and watch Doncaster and 
its people truly fly.

1 Create a thriving Doncaster, 
starting with free parking.

2 Support Doncaster Airport.

3 Fight for a new Hospital for 
Doncaster.

4 Bring investment and new 
jobs to Doncaster.

5 Stop Doncaster money from 
being spent in Sheffield.

6 Work with community 
groups, churches, and 
businesses to help support 
our families. (When families 
win, children win; when 
children win, we all win.)

7 Work with families to help 
our young people end up on 
the right path.

8 Work with our youth to 
create 10 new youth clubs.

9 Make sure our city, towns 
and villages are safe.

10 Stop the building of cycle 
paths that will never be used.

11 Fix potholes and stop any 
further anti-car measures.

12 Create a Doncaster Day on 
St. George’s Day.

TWELVE CORE 
PLEDGES

Nick Fletcher

NICK FLETCHER
FOR DONCASTER MAYOR
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ANDREW
WALMSLEY

`̀STRONGER LOCAL POWERS & FAIRER FUNDING 

I’m an engineer with previous employment in our great town centre 
pub trade. In my spare time, I enjoy walking in the countryside and 
physical training. I’ve recently trained and completed an Ice Mile for a 
local ASD charity. That’s a mile in sub 5 degree water with no wetsuit, 
I’m up for a challenge!

I joined the Yorkshire Party because I believe in stronger local powers 
and fairer funding.

The recent news about Wabtec is devastating for Doncaster. A business 
of such a scale has employment implications for the whole area - I will 
do everything in my power to save our jobs.

The devolution bill gives councils more powers over adult skills training. 
A key focus must be on having training providers for the reopening 
airport. I also want to see more adult and 16-19 technical training - it 
forms a great foundation for many career paths.

THE YORKSHIRE PARTY’S CANDIDATE FOR 
MAYOR OF DONCASTER
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I want to see empty shops 
used for selling local produce, 
with reduced business rates on 
butchers and fruit and veg shops 
to lower prices, plus help with 
the cost of energy. It will create 
jobs and help the environment.

I support a crackdown on sexual 
crimes and violence against 
women, as well as road crime, 
shoplifting and drugs offenses.

I would recruit more police, 
including military veterans. 

Our city belongs to the good 
people of Doncaster, not to 
criminals.

Prepared by Andrew Walmsley, 12 Astcote Court, Kirk Sandall, Doncaster, DN3 1SE 
(acting as own Election Agent)

I support free parking on market 
days, improved local transport 
- including electric buses and 
extending SuperTram with tram-
trains to connect our villages—
and reopening Doncaster 
Airport, something the Yorkshire 
Party has backed from the start.

TRANSPORT

FARMING & FOOD
What happened to the promises 
of a new hospital?

Give me your confidence to work 
for your interests as Mayor and 
and I’ll work tirelessly towards 
making it happen.

HEALTH & WELFARE

CRIME

I’m a worker in Doncaster just like 
you. I want decisions to be made 
here and I will use my powers 
and influence as mayor to fight 
for stronger devolution and fairer 
funding for Doncaster.

Vote for me, vote for the Yorkshire 
Party, vote for something new to 
change Doncaster.  
Normal politics don’t work –  
Get an engineer to fix it!

DEVOLUTION

We need the right homes in the 
right places. I support subsidies 
for solar panels, free insulation 
for existing homes, and making 
both standard in new builds. 
I’d expand the use of locally-
sourced sheep wool insulation - 
a proven technology.

HOUSING 

www.yorkshireparty.org.uk @Yorkshire_Party voteyorkshire
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REOPEN OUR AIRPORT  
and deliver over 5,000 jobs

TACKLE TROUBLEMAKERS 
to make our streets safer

REPAIR DONCASTER’S 
ROADS WITH £11 MILLION and 
investment in flood defences

BRING THOUSANDS MORE JOBS 
TO DONCASTER and regenerate 
our streets and Markets

CHAMPION DONCASTER AND 
SUPPORT OUR VETERANS

3994_25 Promoted by Scott Hardy on behalf of Ros Jones both 
at the Balby Labour Hall, 2 Tenby Gardens, Doncaster DN4 8JH. 

Thursday 1 MayPlease vote to
re-elect me on 

DELIVERING FOR 
DONCASTER

 I will: 

“�We�have�achieved�
so�much�together,�
but�there�is�still�
work�to�be�done.� 
At�this�election,�
only�a�Labour�
Mayor�can�give�
Doncaster�a�seat� 
at�the�table.”

Being your Mayor has been  
the greatest privilege of my life. 
I was born in Askern and still 
live nearby in Norton. I�know�
that�Doncaster�is�a�special�
place�and�that�it�deserves�an�
experienced�Mayor�who�will�
deliver�for�local�people.
Under�my�leadership,�we�have:
  Kept council tax the 

lowest in Yorkshire.
  Secured a deal to 

reopen our airport.
  Brought millions of pounds 

of investment to our city.
  Improved educational 

outcomes for our young 
people.

Only�I�have�a�trusted 
track�record�of�delivering 
for�Doncaster. Ros at Doncaster Market

Ros with local hero and

veteran Ben Parkinson MBE

Candidate 
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If you need more help, or require this information 
in an alternative format that meets your needs, 
please call the Elections helpline: 01302 736874 

or email: electoralservices@doncaster.gov.uk 

Printed by: FDM Document Solutions, 
Unit 7, Segro Park Canning Town, 
160 Bidder Street, London, E16 4ES

Published by: 
Damian Allen, Returning Officer, Doncaster Council, 
Civic Office, Waterdale, Doncaster, DN1 3BU

www.doncaster.gov.uk/elections

If you are a postal voter or recently applied before 1 April, 
your postal ballot pack will be sent to you around 15 April 
2025. If you applied after 1 April 2025 your pack will be 
sent to you around 19 April 2025.

15 April
Postal Vote 
packs start 

to arrive

The deadline to appoint someone you trust to vote on your 
behalf as your proxy is 5pm on Wednesday 23 April 2025.

23 April
Deadline 

to appoint 
a proxy

The deadline to apply for free Photo ID for the elections 
on 1 May is 5pm on Wednesday 23 April 2025.

23 April
Deadline to 

apply for free 
Photo ID

Polling Stations are open from 7am until 10pm. Your 
poll card will provide polling station details. You can 
also find out your polling station location by visiting: 
apps.doncaster.gov.uk/findmypollingstation 

1 May
Polling 

Day

Key Dates       

Please recycle this booklet when you have finished with it.
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